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SUBJECT: WHITE HOUSE STATEMENT ON BELGRADE MEETING 

1 . AT NOON BRIEFING ON MARCH 3, WHITE HOUSE RELEASED 
FOLLOWING STATEMENT ON BELGRADE MEETING: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

WHITE HOUSE STATEMENT, NOON BRIEFING, MARCH 3, 1978 

THE PRESIDENT TODAY CONGRATULATED JUSTICE GOLDBERG, 

AND THE U.S. DELEGATION TO THE BELGRADE REVIEW CONFERENCE 
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OF CSCE, ON THEIR SUCCESSFUL WORK DURING THE PAST FEW 
MONTHS. THE PRESIDENT IS PARTICULARLY GRATIFIED THAT THE 
DELEGATION HAS WORKED IN CLOSE HARMONY WITH THE U.S. 

COMMISSION ON SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE, CHAIRED 
BY REPRESENTATIVE FASCELL, CO-CHAIRED BY SENATOR CLAIBORNE 
PELL, AND INCLUDING BOTH CONGRESSIONAL AND ADMINISTRATION 
MEMBERS. 
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THE UNITED STATES HAS ACHIEVED ITS BASIC GOALS AT THE 
BELGRADE CONFERENCE, WHICH WILL CONCLUDE ITS WORK NEXT 
WEEK: 


- WE CONDUCTED A FULL AND FRANK REVIEW OF THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE HELSINKI FINAL ACT IN ALL OF ITS 
ASPECTS. THIS INCLUDED DETAILED DISCUSSION OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS, INCLUDING SPECIFIC COUNTRY-PERFORMANCE AND 
INDIVIDUAL CASES. HUMAN RIGHTS HAS NOW BEEN FIRMLY 
INSCRIBED AS A LEGITIMATE AND PROPER CONCERN ON THE 
AGENDA OF INTERNATIONAL DISCUSSION; 

- WE MAINTAINED UNITY AMONG THE NATO ALLIED STATES; 

- WE HAVE WORKED WITH OTHER NATIONS TO ENSURE THAT 
THE PROCESS OF SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE, BEGUN 
AT HELSINKI, WILL CONTINUE AT MADRID IN TWO YEARS 
TIME; 


- WE TOOK ALL OF THESE STEPS, IN A SPIRIT OF SEEKING 
TO ENLARGE THE POSSIBILITIES FOR COOPERATION AMONG ALL 
THE 35 STATES REPRESENTED AT BELGRADE, AND WE WILL 
AGREE TO THE FINAL DOCUMENT ONLY TO PERMIT THIS PROCESS 
TO CONTINUE. 
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FOLLOWING THE ACHIEVEMENT OF THESE BASIC GOALS AT 
CSCE, WE ALSO PRESENTED, WITH OUR ALLIES, A NUMBER OF 
SPECIFIC NEW PROPOSALS. DESIGNED TO MAKE MORE EFFECTIVE 
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE HELSINKI FINAL ACT. RE- 
GRETTABLY. THE SOVIET UNION WAS NOT PREPARED TO ENGAGE 
IN A SERIOUS DISCUSSION OF NEW PROPOSALS, LEADING TO 
AGREEMENT AMONG THE 35 STATES TAKING PART. NOR, UNDER 
THE CONSENSUS PROCEDURE FOLLOWED AT BELGRADE, WAS THE 
SOVIET UNION PREPARED TO AGREE TO A FINAL DOCUMENT THAT 
WOULD TAKE NOTE OF THE FULL REVIEW OF IMPLEMENTATION- 
INCLUDING HUMAN RIGHTS-THAT WAS THE CENTERPIECE OF THE 
CONFERENCE. 

WE REGRET THAT THE SOVIET UNION FAILED TO PERMIT THE 
CONFERENCE TO PROCEED TO ITS PROPER CONCLUSION. WE INTEND 
TO PRESS THE SOVIET UNION TO FULFILL ITS COMMITMENT TO 
RESPECT HUMAN RIGHTS, TO FULFILL THE HELSINKI PROCESS, 

AND TO ADHERE TO THE HELSINKI FINAL ACT ITSELF. THE 
SOVIET REFUSAL. UNDER THE CONSENSUS PROCEDURE, TO ACCEPT 
A FULL FINAL DOCUMENT IN NO WAY DETRACTS FROM THE 
SUCCESS OF THE CONFERENCE IN CONDUCTING A FULL REVIEW 
OF IMPLEMENTATION, ESPECIALLY IN THE AREA OF HUMAN RIGHTS. 
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WHAT HAS BEEN DONE CANNOT BE IGNORED, WHETHER OR NOT THE 
SOVIET UNION IS PREPARED TO SEE IT RECOGNIZED IN A FORMAL 
DOCUMENT. 

WE WILL CONTINUE TO BUILD ON THE SUCCESS THAT THE 
BELGRADE CONFERENCE AS A WHOLE REPRESENTS. DURING THE 
PERIOD BETWEEN NOW AND THE MADRID MEETING, WE WILL 

CONTINUE OUR EFFORTS TO PROMOTE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
HELSINKI FINAL ACT. WE WILL WORK CLOSELY WITH OUR 
ALLIES, AND WITH THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY, IN THAT PROCESS. 
AND AT MADRID, WE WILL RENEW THE PROCESS OF REVIEW, 
SEEKING ALWAYS TO RAISE THE INTERNATIONAL STANDARD OF 
BEHAVIOR, IN ALL ASPECTS OF THE HELSINKI FINAL ACT AND 
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PARTICULARLY IN THE AREA OF HUMAN RIGHTS. END TEXT. 

2. FOR USDEL CSCE: TEXT OF MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT 
TO AMBASSADOR GOLDBERG FOLLOWS IN SEPTEL. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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